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jQuery
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Why jQuery

ØSome aspects of JavaScript grow 
tiresome to us programmers.

ØFor starters …. 
ØQuerying the DOM for objects
ØConnecting events to call backs
ØApplying functions to collections
ØAsynchronous client-server interaction

4/11/16 Slide 2CSU CT 310, Web Development, ©Ross Beveridge



What is jQuery?

ØToo big a question for one slide, but 
ØIn practice it acts much like a 

language extension 
ØBut not strictly true characterization

ØHence, first step is to connect …
ØA new syntax to …
ØA new set of behaviors
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Starting by Example
ØHello World in jQuery (2014)
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But Wait - 2016
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Even before we touch 
jQuery, we need to talk 
briefly about http and https.



Getting Adjusted to SSL
ØThere are 3 URL forms in this context.

1. Start with http:// - this failed!
2. Start with https:// - this will work
3. Start with // - this is non committal

ØWhich is best? (think about it …)
ØFor example01 they are:
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Back to jQuery - Selectors

ØHere is way to think about syntax
Ø$ ( selector ) . action

ØThink of selector as DOM query.
ØLarge set of actions/methods defined. 
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The text method
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Already Powerful – A Twofer
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Pay attention to the fine print on text, 
it can operate on sets. 



Detail – Dollars = Conflict

ØThe concise syntax has many virtues
ØBut, sometimes library conflicts arise 

over ‘$’ and so, use ‘jQuery’ instead.
ØThis also is helpful in terms of 

understanding. 
Ø jQuery is a library and it defines a 

single very powerful function ‘jQuery’.

4/11/16 Slide 10CSU CT 310, Web Development, ©Ross Beveridge



Dollar Free jQuery

ØFor compatibility with other libraries 
that may want prior claim on ‘$’
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Credit Where Credit …

Øw3schools jQuery tutorial is good.
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Hide, Show & Buttons
ØPay attention to ready function.
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Example 5 – Table Cells

ØDefine a table on server – SQLite
ØEdit cells on client
ØUpdate table whenever a cell changes
ØPuts a lot of pieces together:

ØHTML, CSS, PHP, 
ØSQL, 
ØJavaScript, AJAX through jQuery
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Changes Persistent
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Pay Attention To …

ØPHP Code to create HTML for table
ØNote a CSS id encodes table cell

ØProbably better ways in complex 
systems, but this is clear.
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Also, onchange call back

ØThere is only one call back function
ØTwo arguments

ØThe id of the input text field
ØThe value of the field after change.
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Simpler using jQuery

ØPost functionality of jQuery.
ØCell input field id (cid) sent to the URL 

responsible for making change. 
ØSo too is the new value.
ØBit tricky – think about “cid:cid”
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URL Handling Update
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Comments
ØSecurity

ØTerrible! Simple example is not tied to 
prior user authentication.

ØVirtue, hints at …
ØConvenience of jQuery
ØImmediacy of moden web apps
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Load URL / 
Submit Form Data /

Refresh Page


